Alfalfa requires drought management
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the standing crop and irrigating as soon as possible
because irrigation termination for more than one cutting will reduce total annual
yield and recovery is delayed
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after
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Another
issue
during
drought is insect control.
During dry periods, rangeland insects may migrate into
alfalfa fields adding additional stress to the crop.
Insect populations also will
increase
more
rapidly;
hence, more frequent scouting is necessary, especially
when regrowth is initiated
after harvest or by flowering.
Blister beetles, which are
toxic to livestock, are attracted by young grasshoppers, in
addition to flowers. Hence,
because the alfalfa should be
allowed to bloom before harvest, fields should be monitored for these insects just
prior to harvest.
Drought stress induces
survival strategy over biomass production resulting in
lower forage production;
however, nutrient availability remains critical during
drought. Soil testing every

three years is sufficient to
determine particular nutrient
needs of alfalfa.
Fertilizer
should
be
applied prior to the initiation
of growth in spring to minimize traffic on actively
growing alfalfa so that stems
are not damaged. Always
apply fertilizer based on soil
test recommendations
for
alfalfa at a lower level of
production.
Over-fertilization should always be avoided.
These key management
practices should be considered for alfalfa to persist during drought years.
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