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Dairy farmers dedicated to land

" While there has been much to do in
the news in regards to dairying, it is
important to understand that dairy
farmers in New

strictly regulated
and required to
comply with a
long list of envi-
ronmental regu-
lations  before
they are even
allowed to pro-
duce milk.

Ity £ig § alsg
important to
understand that
these are the
same producers who work and live on
the farm, raise their families there,
and are like any other parent in the
community just as concerned about
the water their families drink and the
air they breathe.

Dairy farming in New Mexico has
contributed significantly to the
growth and prosperity of many rural
communities and towns.

In order for a dairy farm to be per-
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mitted, there is huge list of require-
ments that have to'be met and sus-
tained. There is rigorous and routine
checking and sampling of the envi-
ronment, the ground water, as well as
the quality of the milk produced.
Producers make sure they capture and
utilize the nutrients from cow manure
as an organic fertilizer for the crops
they grow, utilizing it at so-called
“agronomical rates,” or the rate at
which the crops benefit from all of
the fertilizer without it leaching into
the groundwater below. This process
is nature’s way of recycling organic
products, much like gardeners recy-
cling organic “household waste as
compost.

Most gardeners seem to understand
that if you don’t keep up with that
compost pile, leave trash accumulat-
ing in the backyard, don’t keep up
with all that dogs leave behind and let
the weeds grow out of control, there

are going to be lots of flies and other

insects to enjoy that environment.
Unless born with a fly rod in hand,
most people don’t seem to enjoy

flies: cows are similar. Exactly the
reason why dairy farmers make sure
the corrals are cleaned regularly, in
the meantime storing the fertilizer
temporarily while getting ready to
apply these organic nutrients to the
land.

In all of my years working in dairy,
one thing is unambiguous and
unequivocal: Dairy farmers are
extremely dedicated to doing the
right thing for the.land they live on
and the quality of life it provides for
them and their families and the fami-
lies that they employ. If there is one
message in all of this: “A happy dairy
cow makes for a happy dairy farmer”
and this is the reason why sustainable
dairy farming is dear and near to the
almost 200 dairy families that call
New Mexico home.

Robert Hagevbon, Dairy Extension
Specialist, New Mexico State
University, Agricultural Science
Center at Clovis, can be contacted at
985-2292 or dairydoc@nmsu.edu




